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Evidential y  Document  5004. 


Evidence  of  GhAi«DGl  LAL,  taken  on  28  September 
at  the  Frisoner-of-wer  and  Internee  Camp,  loro 
before  Ur.  Justice  toansficld. 


,  1945, 
tai, 


Sf-per  Clerk  JOGINDAi  SINGh  is  sworn  as  Interpreter. 


Hy  full  number,  namG,  rank  end  unit 


are  8355  haik  Chtndgi  lam,  2/15,  Punjab  hogiment. 

I  wfs  first  captured  by  the  Japanese 
on  27  December,  1941,  13  miles  from  Kuching.  I  was  first 

confined  in  Kuching  prison  camp,  “ 

While  I  was  et  Kuching  I  was  put  in  a  cell' othei rtw  WG 
TnHiflns  V*e  were  in  the  cell  for  one  month,  after  which  tin* 

?*ken  out  ”  work  on  the  dr  strip,  end  to  fill  bomb  crater.. 
For  the  first  month  we  were  prisoners  In  the  cellnlghtandday 
but  for  the  second  month  we  had  to  work  from  daylight  to  dark  and 
sometimes  et  night.  We  were  kept  in  the  cell  ov.  might.  The 
Japanese  ibid  us  that  we  would  be  given  food  but  for  three  days 
iePwe?fwf?hout  food  at  all.  On  the  first  day  we  were  captured 
the  Japanese  tied  us  up.  After  that  we  were  not  tied  up  but  were 
slaved  across  the  face  many  times. 

Some  Australian  and  British  prisoners 
weie  kept  in  the  edjoining  cell  end  we  were  beeten  for  giving 

them  food.  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  tho flee  The 
but  rn  Australian  officer  was  in  the  engineering  office.  The 
British  officers  were  Lieut.  Follower  and  Lieut.  Hodges. 

At  Kuching  we  were  told  that  we  would 
be  taken  to  liiri  and  that  after  2  months  we  were  to  be  taken  back 
to  Kuching .  However,  the  Japenese  put  us  on  a  ship  in  a  cell. 

The  space^wesadeguete  for  50  men  but  213  of  us  were  confined  In 
this  cell.  We  could  not  lie  down  or  stand  up  but  had  to  sit 
down.  We  were  taken  to  Kuala  Belat  first,  where  we  landed,  and 
then  we  were  taken  by  truck  to  Serie.  wnere  we  remained  for  one 
vear.  The  Japenese  threw  us  ebcut  50  pieces  of  breed  in  the  cell 
bn  the  ship  but  many  of  us  went  without  food.  We  were  given  water 
on  the  ship.  We  were  on  the  ship  for  three  days. 

When  in  Serif.  I  was  beeten  many  times 
with  sticks  and  rifle  butts  and  I  was  kicked  also.  A  1 bone  near 
mv  neck  was  broken  os  a.  result  and  my  teeth  were  knocked  out .  I 
had  scars  cn  my  body  from  the  > eatings.  I  had  to  work  in  the 
mornings  until  12  o'clock  and  then  we  rested  for  an  hour » 
whichwe  had  to  work  until  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  sometimes 

until  8  o'clock. 

We  were  given  bad  rice  mixed  with  lime 

in  Soiie.  At  that  time  we  were  not  used  to  eating  rice  8*}<? 
weak.  Thcs*  of  us  who  were  unable  to  work  were  tea  ten  and  those 
|  who  could  not  carry  heavy  loads  were  also  >eat^n.  I  cannot 


* 
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I remember  the  name  of  the  camp  commander  but  L/Cpl.  nede  wes  one  of 
I  the  Jepancse  there;  he  wrs  one  cf  those  vho  bc.ro  us. 

I  suffered  fror  bei  i  tori  in  the  camp 
but  received  no  medical  treatment.  however,  rn  Indian  civilian 
doctor  there  smuggled  us  some  rcdicine, 

V<o  lived  in  coden  houses  with  en  iron 
roof.  One  of  the  huts  wrs  about  60  yards  long  by  10  yerds  wide. 
There  were  throe  huts;  each  contained  about  74  soldiers. 

In  Eerie  ermr  we  wore  given  Just 

rice:  for  three  days  wc  were  given  a  few  vegetables  but  after  that 
we  did  not  got  any  for  two  works,  and  then  wo  sometimes  got  our 
vegetables  from  Jungle  bushes.  A  Jap  would  take  two  or  three  sick 
Indians  into  the  jungle  and  make  the  two  or  three  of  them  carry 
the  jungle  vegoiaoles  back. 


Tv/o  Briti'h  offic'rs,  a  British  sergeant 
end  l  ’-rlvrtc  were  taken  to  Kuching  from  Sol  if  carp,  and  later  I 
end  ell  the  other  Indians  were  taken  to  Kuala  Fflat.  I  v/as  at 
Kuala  Ealet  for  the  rest  of  »ry  period.  I  was  bee  con  with  a  leather 
bolt,  end  the  Jap  ciso  took  off  a  boot  end  beat  me  across  the  face 
with  it.  hostly  our  soldiers  were  beaten  as  they  were  taken  off 
to  work,  end  v.hen  they  sold  wc  were  working  slovly  they  beat  us. 

Those  who  beat  me  were  Oke,  Lieut 
Yemaj.uchi  (the  cemp  coirrander)  and  Atedc  ,  Ata.de  was  the  Iran  who 
gave  me  the  beatings,  broke  my  right  collarbone,  struck  me  on 
the  loft  aim,  and  knocked  out  my  fi  ont  bottom'  teeth. 

One  day  after  Allied  planes  had  gone 
over,  end  everybody  had  been  hiding,  one  of  the  Indians  went  into 
the  garden  at  xhc  carp  to  get  3ome  sweet  potatoes.  Atada  came 
out  and  sew  him  there,  end  ieat  him  with  a  shovel,  he  took  me 
into  the  lines  and  tied  me  with  hands  in  front,  around  the  stomach, 
and  ercund  both  legs;  1  wes  thus  tied  for  24  hturs,  and  was  given 
no  food.  This  other  Indian  was  Lai  Gul;  he  is  here  in  Morotei 
camp  now. 


At  Kuala  lelnt  wc  were  asked  by  the 
Japanese  to  help  in  an  attack  or.  the  Erixish.  The  Japs  selected 
35  of  our  men  and  tcck  trier  to  Kiri.  Two  of  the  35  were  Sentokh 
Sir.gh  and  Na  ll:  Lekhnir  .3:1:  gh.  They  are  here  j.r.  camp  now.  They 
refused  to  sign  the  pepcis  cnc  Japanese  asked  them  xo  sign. 

At  Kuala  Belat,  Indian  officers  were 
’"Ut  In  charge  of  Indian  work  i-trties.  I  was  teaten  many  times  there 
with  sticks  end  bixs  cf  steel  pipe.  I  had  mcla.ria  end  beri  beri 
there;  but  I  get  no  treatment  for  then.  At  first  we  were  given 
enough  rice  end  vegetables,  but  when  we  refused  to  help  their, 
egrr.st  the  British  the  Japanese  reduced  our  rations.  After  that 
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they  brought  two  Indiens  into  the  erm.p  to  lecture  us  to  try  tc  gel 
us  tc  help  the  Jeps  egsinst  the  Allies,  but  thjs  had  no  result 
and  the  two  Indians  wens  ewey  eg^in.  The  je.es  reduced  the 
rations  more,  end  we  Just  got  e  handful  of  ri.ee  e  day. 

Wo  were  forced  to  try  to  learn  the 
Jap  language.  We  had  to  count,  and  whan  wo  forgot  the  number s 
we  v.ere  bee  ten. 


\Je  used  tc  plant  gardens  and  sick 
men  were  surposed  to  work  on  then:  pome  times  it  happened  thet 
some  of  the  Indians  were  unable  tc*  vork;  but  ’hey  wore  tpkon  to 
the  gardens  a:i0  made  to  worn,  and  bcaco.i:  and  at  night  a  sick 
man  would  die . 


In  one  month  phout  55  Indians  died 
of  stervetion  at  Kuala  Belat.  About  ov^r  13O  Indians  died  there 
whilst  I  was  at  the  camp,  including  65  killed  by  the  Japanese. 

One  night  the  Japanese  ordered  all 
of  the  Indians  to  fall  in.  licwerer,  I  did  not  fall  in;  I  hid 
in  tne  busaso  nearby.  I  did  not  nt.l.ualiy  soo  the  killings,  but 
I  heard  the  Indian.-:  crying;  cud  in  the  naming  I  went  in  and  saw 
thet  all  of  cue  Indians'  heads  had  teen  cut  off. 


Lieut.  Yemsgivhi  v/as  in  charge  at 
Kuala  Brlet  ct  the  time  of  chat  happening.  Cpl  Hoira,  and 
Oka  and  Atada,  also  were  present. 


These  four  were  all 
killing  of  the  Indians  that  night.  This  nappe 
14  June,  1945*  I  do  noc  re^Gioe"  the  0:. ae;  ev 
were  beheaded  end  the  rest  v«,re  teyonevU d ;  tr. 
bayonetted  included  some  still  alive  at  t 

are  elive  to  this  day  —  Soutokh  ojugh.  W.o  :ia 
and  Mohd  Sa.ljq,  who  is  in  Lput.an,  Also  L/Naih 
who  has  goao  to  Australia,  tred  All  also  wus 
of  those  who  aid  not  fall  in. 


concerned  in  the 
r.ed  about  13  or 
te.  ivorno  Indians 
ore  who  were 
uie.  Two  of  them 
in  this  camp  now; 
Chula m  Hussain, 
there;  he  was  one 


Two  dry 3  later  the  Japanese  returned 
end  set  fire  to  the  hut  in  w;  ten  this  norrc'.re  had  been  committed. 
I  saw  the  burnt  Indians  —  tl.e  aar.es  and  the  bones  .  :  • 


At  night*  *'.»■  «ra,iar iesa  made  Indians 
guard  themselves  at  most  M-----  uriS  dry  a  htvi'.icr  was 
compelled  to  take  a  woot?en  rifie  on  guprd 

he  was  bear.cn  so  nrc.cn  r.bat  he  teo/ma  unco  it 

mo 

refu: 


and 


0  S' 

Juori  jun . 


j 
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1*  Lai  End shah;  he  is  in  cemp  here  et  horotai  now. 

Then  en  Indirn  officer  came  end  asked 
the  Japanese  why  they  were  betting  the  Indians,  pojnting  out 
thet  this  should  not  be  done.  Temporarily  the  beat; n^s  wero 
stopped.  Then  Atada  asked  the  Indians  to  light  Jirc® 
barracks  to  remeve  the  mosquitoes.  At  night  A^ada  asked  vvhy 
the  fires  hed  been  lit;  and  Atada  said  he  had  not  asked  anybody 
to  light  eny  fires.  He  called  five  Indian  officers  and  six  Ohs 
and  beet  then  with  a  steel  pipe;  then  the  Tarty  was  taken  to  the 
militery  police  and  beaten  again  until  they  fell  unconscious. 

They  were  badly  inlured.  They  were  trying  *he e?!3dlonS 

soy  that  Atada  had  net  told  them;  thet  they  had  been  told  to 
light  the  fires  by  an  Indie n  Officer.  The  Japanese  AteOa -slid  to 
thiml-You  are  no  longer  Indian  soldiers  -  you  are  ^P?”ese  l?bour 
corps."  The  militery  police  beat  them  with  cane  sticks.  Cold 
water  was  poured  ever  the  mtn  to  restore  then,  when  they 
were  beaten.  After  13  days  four  ORs  were  brought  back  to  the 
camp.  From  the  military  police  area  they  were  taken  to  another 
elace;  one  Indian  officer  died  beccuse  he  wes  beaten  too  mueh. 
Nobody  wes  allowed  to  bury  him.  The  Indian's  name  was  Subedar 

ilchd  Anwar. 

In  Larch,  1945,  two  Indians  escaped 
from  Kuala  Eclat  camp  but  after  three  days  they  returned;  when 
asked  why  they  had  escaped  they  3eid  that  hunger  had  compelled 
them  to  go  to  look  for  food.  They  were  bee ten  by  Atar®  £hGn 
taken  to  the  military  police,  who  again  beat  them.  These  two 

55SH  £2  to  .W 

of  Allied  landings.  However,  the  two  Indians  refused  to  say  this, 
despite  the  beatings.  But  the  Japs  wont  round  the  camp  and 
said  thet  Sheo  Ram  had  ordered  the  Indians  to  escape,  ~o  Sne 
Rem  was  beaten  by  the  military  police.  For  ten  days  they  were  all 

beaten,  and  hed  no  food.  Then  c>icy  were  P 

on  stretchers;  for  a  mouth  they  were  very  sic  a,  end  tnen  -he 
two  Indians  who  hed  escaped  died.  Sheo  Rom  is  here  in  Loro  a 
camp  now;  he  still  has  wound  scars. 

At.adn  sometimes  used  to  z*  t  an  HCO 
end  sey  "You  are  having  seme  connection  with  Allied  planes  .  e 
accused  each  in  turn  of  this,  end  than  heat  them-.-.-somebo dy 
was  being  beaten  drily  over  this.  Bcj.dos  A^.a-a,  Oka  best  us, 
end  Yemaguchi  ordered  his  NCOs  to  beat  all  .f  the  Indian  . 


I,  JOGIivDAR  INGH,  being  duly  sworn,  state  as  follows: 

I  have  read  what  ur ports  to  be  a  trenscription  and  translation 
of  evidence  given  by  Chandgi  SAL  before  Lr .  Justice  Lans£leld_ 
•vith  myself  as  interpreter  on  28  September,  1945,  and  state  that 
it  is/^ruo  and  accurate  translation  of  the  evidence  so  g  ven 
i  by  the  sc  id  Chagdi  RAto. 
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I  was  present  before  His  Honour  llr.  Justice  MenstfieldCon 
this  date  when  Chang ii  RAM  nwore  thet  the  said  evidence  was 
true  in  substance  and  ir.  feet  and  ir.mediat.eiy  before  the  said 
Changdi  RAto  so  swore  I  road  to  him  e  true  end  accurate 
translation  of  the  said  evidence  in  the  Indian  language. 

(Signed)  Joginder  Singh 

I.  Changdi  RA U,  do  swear  that  the  evidence  read  to  me  by 
JOGINDAh  SINGH  immediately  prior  to  r.y  taking  this  oath  is  to 
my  knowledge  true  in  substance  end  feet. 

(Signed)  Changdi  Ram 

Taken  and  sworn  before  me  at  Korotsi  ) 

) 

this  28th  dey  of  September,  19  4-5.  ) 

(Signed)  A.  J.  Mansfield 


J 
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